




























































































LANDSCAPE RECOMMENDATIONS

Dayton, Oregon developed as an agricultural community in some of Oregon's most fertile
territory. The rich loam can grow a large variety of agricultural crops. Early settlers were
drawn to this region because of the promise the land held for farming. Wheat was the early
crop, with oats and barley coming later. Over the years hay, hops, tree fruit, berries,
grapes, vegetables, nuts, and ornamental plants were grown in abundance. With time
dairying, poultry, and livestock raising became important commodities as well. From the
earliest days agriculture was a mainstay of Dayton's economy, as it still is today.

Industries related to agriculture included a fruit and vegetable evaporating plant (the largest in
the state in 1905), a grain mill and warehouses, and a creamery. None of these businesses
survive today. Dayton is still home to many people who actively work on the farms,
vineyards and nurseries that are in proximity to the town. Dayton is reached by a pleasant
drive through productive agricultural land.

Dayton sits on a knoll and the layout of the town is on a northwesterly grid axis. The
Yamhill River runs below the city to the north and east. Palmer Creek branches off the
Yamhill River in a southwesterly direction. The banks of the river and creek are heavily
wooded with mixed native vegetation. From the early years residents of Dayton have planted
trees on individual lots and along the streets. Enormous shade trees line sections of streets in
the community.

In 1857 the courthouse at Lafayette burned and town founder Joel Palmer made a bid to have
the county seat moved to Dayton. He donated one square block in the heart of town for this
purpose. The courthouse stayed in Lafayette and today Courthouse Square Park is the
distinctive green space that gives Dayton much of its character. The park is predominantly a
grassy square with a quantity of Douglas firs and oaks in the northern half of the park, The
southern half is more sparsely planted in native oaks and maples. A few exotic tree species
are evident in this section of the park, some of which are memorials. The restored fountain,
plaques and commemoratives exist within this landscape. The Fort Yamhill blockhouse, a
bandstand, play equipment, basketball court, picnic shelter and rest rooms are the prominent
built features of the park.

This is a city owned park and requires careful stewardship to ensure that this open space is
preserved and protected for future generations. Issues such as lighting, paving of paths,
future memorials, planting schemes and the maintenance of the blockhouse and bandstand all
require careful consideration before project implementation. It is advisable that the city of
Dayton seek professional expertise to create a preservation program that will ensure the long
term retention of this park and its features as a significant cultural landscape.

Within the street grid system historic properties have been established on individual sites (tax

lots). When evaluating historic architecture for preservation or rehabilitation it is important
to consider the landscape elements that are located on the site. This includes outbuildings,
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fences, walls, driveways, paths, terraces, lawns, hedges, trees and shrubs, topography
(grading), furnishings (benches and statuary), and water features. Vegetation is the primary
feature of a landscape. Native species and cultivated plants make up the vegetation, which is
constantly changing with the seasons and the passage of time. This section of the Advisory
Design Guidelines offers general information and suggestions on the preservation and
rehabilitation of historic landscapes located in Dayton.

LANDSCAPE EVALUATION

The first step in the landscape evaluation process is to identify the historic buildings and
landscape features. Dayton has identified the historic architecture of the community through
its 1985 Dayton Historic Resource Inventory. Landscape features are discussed under the
Site Description sections of this survey. This identification is not a complete inventory of
significant plant material and landscape features as there are no site plans attached to the
documentation. However, it can serve as a preliminary guide for identification.

One of the key features worthy of identification in a landscape analysis is the relationship of
the main building to the landscape, which includes garages and outbuildings. This analysis
can help to inform the evaluator of the pattern of everyday use that occurred over time on the
property. Paths and driveways are often laid out for convenience in circulation, rather than
aesthetic reasons.

Historic research is important for understanding what the landscape looked like in a earlier
period. Historic photographs are the best source for landscape identification. Articles in
historic journals and magazines can provide information about what the landscape trends and
styles were in a given period. Oral histories with previous property owners are valuable for
understanding what a garden might have looked like.

Site analysis is the process of physically looking over the historic property to better
understand the location and significance of landscape features. Site analysis of the landscape
provides an understanding of how the vegetation has changed over time, or how paths and
buildings evolved into what they are today. In conjunction with a historic photograph the site
analysis can explain where missing landscape features were located, or how they have
evolved with time.

The method of treatment chosen will determine the scope of work, cost, and extent of repair
or replacement that will be necessary to bring a landscape back to a period look. Most
property owners in Dayton will want to protect and stabilize significant features of an old
landscape, usually the trees, an outbuilding or possibly a fence. The methods of treatment
are:

Preservation of a landscape maintains the form, materials, and important features of
the landscape as it evolved over time.
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Rehabilitation retains the landscape as it was in a historic period, while allowing
additions and alterations for modern usage.

Restoration depicts an appearance that existed during the landscape's significant
period of development. This can involve the removal of later additions, and the
replanting or rebuilding of earlier landscape features.

Landscapes in Dayton were generally simple in design, having grown from a property owners
particular tastes or horticultural interests. Once a property owner has conducted a site
analysis and researched their property they are ready to select a method of treatment.
Preservation and Rehabilitation are probably the most desirable methods for property owners
to use when thinking about creating an appropriate landscape design for their historic

property.

Different periods of history had varying approaches to gardening. Early Oregon pioneers
were too busy building houses, tending farms, and raising food crops to have time for
planting elaborate flower gardens with carefully groomed lawns. As Dayton became settled
and the city was laid out property owners would have grown a vegetable garden and planted a
few fruit and nut trees. As time passed perennial flowers and ornamental shrubs like lilac
and mock orange might have been planted close to the house. As nurseries became more
prominent the avid gardener might have purchased roses, evergreen shrubs or exotic trees.
Historic seed catalogues offered an assortment of annual seeds, like petunia, violets,
geraniums, sunflower or canna lilies. Lawns tended to consist of native grasses and wild
flowers. The practice of weekly lawn cutting did not become popular until after World
War II.

Large growing street trees, like maples and oaks, were planted to provide shade and help
keep the dust down. Dayton lacks sidewalks on many of the residential streets. With low
volumes of motor vehicles this is an attractive feature of the community. Town founders Joel
Palmer and Andrew Smith laid out wide streets in Dayton, allowing pedestrians today to walk
unhindered along the street edge. Alleys were laid out as part of the street grid system,
dividing blocks into two distinct halves. Garages and parking exists on the alleys, which is a
design feature of the community that should be maintained and encouraged in old and new
developments.

A pleasant feature of the community is the lack of chain link and vertical board fences that
increasingly are built to surround residential architecture. Because of the lack of fencing
yards appear to be large and seem to merge into each other using a variety of plant materials.
This is a landscape characteristic that should be retained. Where fencing becomes necessary
picket fences are the most appropriate for historic properties. Six foot tall privacy fences are
not appropriate for historic properties. Prior to the popularity of the automobile the white
picket fence was common throughout the state, mainly to keep children in and animals out of
the garden. Photograph collections at the Dayton Historical Society and Dayton City Hall can
be referenced for understanding historic fence styles that were used in the community.
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Property owners who would like to learn what architectural style their house is can obtain a
copy of the inventory sheet listed in the 1985 Dayton Historic Inventory or 1986 Dayton
Multiple Property Nomination from the Dayton Historical Society, or Dayton City Hall.
The inventory sheets contained in these documents can provide more information about the
historic properties that are located in Dayton.

Dayton has five predominant residential architectural styles that are built in a number of
variations. The following briefly describes the type of landscape design that might have been
used with the various architectural styles.

Classic Revival: Frequently this style of architecture had few, or low, plantings around the
base of the building. Shrubs and trees were often placed randomly around the property. The
orchard and vegetable garden were prominent aspects of the landscape. The white picket
fence was common.

Gothic Revival: The building was accented by random plantings of flowering shrubs and
trees located away from the base of the building. The front of the building might be accented
by perennial flowers or an attractive vine. Picket fences are appropriate.

Ttalianate: Plant material is generally set apart from the building. Shrubs or trees can
accent the main entrance. The large expanse of lawn was popular with plantings along the
perimeter of the property. Symmetrical plantings are appropriate.

Queen Anne: At the turn of the century when a majority of these houses were built owners
were taken by the variety of new plant species that were being introduced from around the
world. Colorful annuals were laid out in patterns, and herb gardens and elaborate flower
gardens were the rage. Formal and informal designs were common using a wide variety of
plant material.

Bungalow: Low plantings existed around the base of the building. Planting arrangements
were naturalistic and plentiful, often using many combinations of plants. Vines clambered on
wide porches. A wide variety of plant species were used to accent these houses.

Unpruned Properly
Pruned
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LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES:

1. Public improvements to streets and sidewalks need to be designed to enhance the visual
continuity of the existing streetscapes. Improvements and alterations, like the installation of
sidewalks, curbs, cutting and planting of street trees, and installation of street lights need to
be compatible with existing materials, yet provide safe access for pedestrians, bicyclists and
automobiles.

2. Retain existing trees that are in good health. Annual maintenance, such as pruning dead
limbs and application of fertilizer help to ensure the continued long life of a tree. Regular
watering of trees and shrubs in the dry season is essential for proper growth and health of the
plant. Do not top cut shade trees. Selective pruning is better for the health and longevity of
the tree. Replant, as necessary, large canopy shade trees along the streets. Deciduous and
coniferous street trees are both compatible in Dayton.

3. New plantings should enhance, not hide or cover up, historic architecture in Dayton,
Tenacious vines, like Boston and English Ivy, are destructive to historic building materials
and should not be allowed to climb indiscriminately on architecture.

4, Landscaping can hide parking lots and unsightly views and is encouraged where
applicable. Careful plantings of trees and shrubs could enhance views towards the river, or
screen and provide a noise buffer to the gravel plant or highway in the northwest corner of
Dayton.

5. Landscape designs that feature large planting beds with black plastic and bark mulch are
not compatible fo historic residential architecture. ILow perennial ground covers and compost
are more desirable mulches.

6. Fencing should be lower than 48 inches in height, and of an open design. Tall fences that
conceal and surround architecture are to be avoided. Consider using picket fences rather than
chain link or tall vertical board fences.

7. Off-street parking is best achieved at the side or rear of a historic structure. Large
historic shade trees should not be removed to accommodate parking lots.

8. Alleys should continue to be attractive as public open space between properties. Future
improvements, like paving or construction of secondary buildings, aleng the alleys are to be
sensitive to existing garages, outbuildings, fencing, paving and landscape plantings that are

considered historic,

9. Children's play equipment should be integrated into the landscape, most preferably to the
rear or side of historic architecture.
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GARDENING RULES (1896)

Reprinted here is a copy of George H. Ellwanger’s
gardening rules. These are copied from The Garden’s
Story (1896), although a bit poetic they help to illustrate
the Victorian attitude toward the use of native and
introduced plants in the home owners garden. The
philosophy is applicable for those who wish to approach
a period landscape interpretation for their house.

Whatever is worth growing is worth growing well.
Study soil and exposure, and cultivate no more than
can be maintained.
Plant thickly; it is easier and more profitable to raise
flowers than weeds.
Avoid stiffness and exact balancing; garden vases and
flowers need not be in pairs.
A flower is essentially feminine, and demands attention
as the price of its smiles.
Let there be harmony and beauty of coloring; magenta
in any form is a discord that should never jar.
In studying color effects, do not overlook white as a
foil; white is the lens of the gardener's eye.
Think twice and then still think before placing a tree,
shrub or plant in position. Think twice before removing
a specimen tree.
Grow an abundance of flowers for cutting; the bees and
butterflies are not entitled to all the spoils.
. Keep on good terms with your neighbor; you may wish

a large garden-favor of him some time.

11. Love a flower in advance; and plant something new
gvery year.

12. Show me a well-ordered garden, and I will show you a




10, Wooden decks are not considered to be historic and should not be constructed on the primary
elevations. Porches and terraces are more appropriate for historic residential architecture.

1t would be beneficial for Dayton to conduct an inventory of historic trees located within the city limits.
Such an inventory would provide information about the quantity of historic trees remaining, and indicate
species type, which could serve as reference for future replacements.

The plant list that is found in Appendix B has been included to provide a variety of species for property
owners to use when considering adding plant material to a historic property. The list is limited and there
are many other species that are desirable for a period landscape design. Native species of plants, like
ferns, rthododendron and sallal, are appropriate species for Dayton gardens,

Dayton residential landscape.
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EARTHQUAKE CONSIDERATIONS

Much of Dayton's residential architecture is wood frame in construction. The single-story
wood frame house is one of the safest building types in an earthquake. Structural elements
must be securely tied together to withstand an earthquake. The shaking and lateral forces of
an earthquake will separate building components at their weakest points. Foundations are
often the weakest area of a historic building, Some houses do not have foundations, or they
have weak ones. Poured concrete perimeter wall foundations are common, Newer houses
frequently have concrete slab foundations, which hold up well in an earthquake.

The most common problem with historic architecture is that the wooden sill of the house is
not properly anchored to the foundation. Foundation bolts, or cross bracing help to secure
the house to the foundation, making it less vulnerable to vibration in an earthquake. House
configurations that are the most vulnerable to earthquake damage are those that have:

the house over a garage

many large windows and doors, particularly at building corners
large overhang

split levels and complex geometry

stilts supporting the structure

A

Historic wooden architecture was well built, usually with high quality materials. There are
certain nonstructural hazards that exist in an earthquake. Injury and damage can result from
the collapse of certain building elements. These elements need to be braced to the structure,
removed or relocated.

1. Weak chimneys may collapse with bricks falling to the roof or ground.

2. Unsecured water heaters can fall over and cause fires or water damage.

3. Large, old and leaning trees may topple in an earthquake or loose branches may
fall.

4, Large panes of glass can shatter.

5. Light fixtures or hanging plants that are not properly anchored can fall or cause
damage as they swing.

6. Large, top-heavy furniture, bookcases or cabinets, can fall over and cause injuries
or damage.

For those that are interested two publications are available that help to inform the home
owner about some of the issues that need to be considered when preparing the old house for
an earthquake. Strengthening Wood Frame Houses for Earthquake Safety, and Home
Earthquake Preparedness Guide are informative brochures that are available at the Mary
Gilkey Library in Dayton.
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PERIODICALS

APT Bulletin and Communique
Association for Preservation Technology
904 Princess Anne Street

P.O. Box 8178 ‘

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404

Fine Homebuilding
The Taunton Press
Newtown, Connecticut 06470

Historic Preservation Magazine,
National Trust for Historic Preservation
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W,
Washington, DC 20036

Landscape Architecture

American Society of Landscape Architects
4401 Connecticut Avenue, N.W,

5th Floor

Washing D.C. 20008-2302

Material Culture

Pioneer America Society

c/o Department of Earth Sciences
Southeast Missouri State University
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701

The Old House Journal
935 9th Street
Brooklyn, New York, 11215

Preservation Briefs Series
Technical Preservation Services
U.S. Government Printing Office
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.
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APPENDIX B -Plant list

ARGE TREES

Botanical Name Common Name
Acer platanoides Norway Maple
Acer rubrum Red Maple
Aesculus carnea Red Horsechesnut
Aesculus hippocastanum Horsechesnut
Cladrastis lutea Yellow Wood
Fagus sylvatica European Beech
Fraxinus pennsylvanica™ Green Ash
Gleditsia triacanthos Honey Locust
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree
Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak
Quercus rubra Red Oak
Tilia cordata Little Leaf Linden

SARDEN TREES

Botanical Name

Acer palmatum

Acer circinatum
Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Cercis canadensis”
Cornus florida*

Cornus kousa
Fraxinus oxycarpa
Koelreuteria paniculata
Magnolia soulangiana
Magnolia kobus*
Malus floribunda™®
Pyrus calleryana
Styrax japonicus
Zelkova serrata

Common Name

Japanese Maple
Vine Maple

Katsura

Eastern Redbud
Flowering Dogwood
Kousa Dogwood
Flame Ash
Goldenrain Tree
Saucer Magnolia
Kobus Magnolia
Flowering Crabapple
Ornamental Pear
Japanese Snowbell
Sawleaf Zelkova

* additonal plant species can be applied (species) = Large selection



APPENDIX B -Plant list

LARGE SHRUBS
Botanical Name Common Name
Abelia grandifloria Abelia
Aucuba japonica Japanese Aucuba
Buxus sempervirens® Boxwood
Camellia japonica Japanese Camellia
Chaenomeles corallina* Flowering Quince
Daphne odora* Winter Daphne
Duetzia scabra Duetzia
Exochorda racemosa Pearl Bush
Forsythia suspensa Weeping Forsythia
Hydrangea macrophylia” Big Leaf Hydrangea
llex crenata convexa Japanese Holly
Ligustrum {(species)” Privet
Philadelphus coronarius Sweet Mock Orange
Prunus laurocerasus 'zabeliana™  Zabel Laurel
Rhododendron (species)” Rhododendron & Azalea
Ribes laurifolium™ Currant
Rosa (species) ™ Roses
Stewartia ovata* Mountain Stewartia
Spiraea thunbergii* Japanese Spirea
Syringa vulgarus Common Lilac
Ternstroemia gymnanthera Ternstroemia
Viburnum bodnantense” Viburnum (pink dawn)
Weigela florida Weigela

GROUND COVER

Botanical Name

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi®
Baccharis pilularis
Cotoneaster horizontalis*
Fragaria chiloensis
Gaultheria procumbens
Hedera helix*

Hypericum calycinum
Juniperus conferta*

Common Name

Bearberry

Coyote Brush

Rock Cotoneaster

Wild Strawberry
Wintergreen

English vy

Creeping St. Johnswort
Shore Juniper

* additonal plant species can be applied (species) = Large selection



APPENDIX B -Plant list

JROUND COVER- (continued)

Botanical Name

Lysimachia nummularia
Pachysandra terminalis
Polygala chamaebuxus
Thymus vulgaris™
Vaccinium vitis-idaea
Viburnum davidii

Vinca minor

VINES

Common Name

Creeping Jenny
Japanese Spurge
Sweet-pea Shrub
Common Thyme
Cowberry
Viburnum

Dwarf Periwinkel

Botanical Name

Campsis radicans”
Clematis armandii
Hydragea anomala
Jasminum nudiflorum
Parthenocissus tricuspidata
Passiflora 'incense’
Polygonum aubertii

Rosa (species)

Wisteria sinensis™

PERENNIALS

FERNS

AND

PLANTING BED SHRUBS

Common Name

Trumpet Creeper
Evergreen Clematis
Climbing Hydrandea
Winter Jasmine
Boston vy

Passion Vine

Silver Lace Vine
Climbing Roses
Chinese Wisteria

Botanical Name

Acanthus mollis
Agapanthus orientalis
Alcea rosea

Androsace lanuginosa
Athyrium filix-femina
Campanula fragilis*
Cheiranthus cheiri
Chrysanthemum (species)”
Coreopsis grandiflora®
Dahlia (species)*
Delphinium belladonna™

Common Name

Bear's Breech
Lily of the Nile
Hollyhock

Rock Jasmine
Crested Lady Fern
Bellflower

Wall Flower
Chrysanthemum
Coreopsis
Dahlia
Delphinium

* additonal plant species can be applied (species) = Large selection



APPENDIX B -Plant list

PERENNIALS

FERNS

AND

PLANTING BED SHRUBS--(continued)

Botanical Name

Dianthus barbatus*
Dicentra spectabilis*
Digitalis purpurea®
Dryopteris arguta
Echinacea purpurea®
Eschscholzia californica
Erigeron speciosus®
Erysimum hieraciifolium
Fuchsia hybrida
Geranium endressil
Hemerocallis (species)
Helleborus foetidus
Hibiscus moscheutos
Lavandula angustifolia
l.obelia cardinalis
Lunaria annua

Lupinus polyphyllus®
Lychnis chalcedonica
Ornamental Grasses”
Penstemon barrettiae”
Paeonia (species)”
Phlox divaricata®
Phygelius capensis
Platycodon grandiflorus
Polypodium glycyrrhiza
Polystichum munitum*
Salvia azurea grandiflora®
Santolina virens*
Sarcococca ruscifolia
Sedum album®
Watsonia beatricis
Zantedeschia aethiopica
Zauschneria californica

Common Name

Sweet Williams
Bleeding Hearts
Foxgiove

Coastal Fern
Purple Coneflower
California Poppy
Fleabane

Siberian Wall Flower
Fuchsia

Geranium

Daylily

Helebore

Rose Mallow
English Lavender
Cardinal Flower
Money Plant
Lupine

Lychnis

Penstemon

Peony

Sweet Williams Phlox
Cape Fuchsia

Ballon Fiower
Licorice Fern

Sword Fern

Salvia or Sage
Santolina
Sarcococca
Stonecrop

Watsonia

Calla Lily
Hummingbird Flower

* additonal plant species can be applied (species) = Large selection



APPENDIX B -Plant list

.NNUALS

Botanical Name Common Name
Alyssum montanum Alyssum
Calandula officinalis Pot Marigold
Canna Canna
Gaillardia pulchella Blanket Flower
Helianthus annuus Common Sunflower
Heliotropium arborescens Heliotrope
Laveatera trimestris Annual Mallow
Lobelia erinus™ Lobelia
Myosotis sylvatica For Get Me Not
Pelargonnium (species)” Geranium
Petunia hybrida Petunia
Ricinus communis Castor Bean
Viola odorata™ Violet

BULBS

Botanical Name

Allium (species)
Crocus (species)
Fritillaria (species)
Galanthus nivalis
fris (species)
Narcissus (species)
Tulipa (species)

Common Name

Allium or Garlic
Crocus
Fritillary
Common Snowdrops
Iris
Daffodil
Tulip

* additonal plant species can be applied (species) = Large selection



